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Dear RAB Members:

Enclosed please find a copy of the minutes (including enclosures) from the
January 19, 2000 RAB meeting. If you have any questions or concerns please contact.
me at (401)841-7714.

Very truly yours,

1!:.~g~¥b
RAB Secretary

Copy to: (w/enc)
Dr. D.K. Abbass
Dr. Richard Ayen
Ms. Barbara Barrow
Mr. John R. Bernardo, III, Esq.
Ms. Mary A. Blake
Dr. David W. Brown
Mr. Richard D. Coogan
Mr. Paul A. Cormier
Ms. Beth Everett
Mr. Thurston Gray
Mr. Byron Hall
Mr. Eugene Love
Ms. Elizabeth Mathinos
Mr. Joseph Mello
Mr: Thomas McGrath
Mr. James E. Myers
Mr. John Palmieri
Mr. Howard L. Porter
Mr. Emmet E. Turley
Mr. John Vitkevich
Ms. Clat!,~ette Weissinger
Ms. Mary Philcox
Mr. David Egan
Mr. Paul Kulpa, RIDEM

. Mr. Richard Gottlieb, RIDEM

o



Ms. Kymberlee Keckler, EPA 
Capt. A.C. Oakleaf, NAVSTA 
Capt. H. L. Schwind, NAVSTA 
Capt. Jon Wyman 
Hon. Paul W. Crowley 
Hon. June Gibbs 
Mr. Joseph McEnness 
Mr. Paul Russell 
Mr.,Charles Salmond 
Mr. John Torgan 
Mr. Jim Shafer 
Ms. Beth Timm, ATSDR 
Mr. Gregg Tracey, SAIC 
Councilman Dennis McCoy 
Dr. David Kim 
Mr. Brian Bishop 
Brother Joseph 
Newport Public Library 
Middletown Free Library 
Portsmouth Free Public Library 
Mr. Bob Jones, Groton 
Mr. David Sanders, NAVSTA 
Mr. David Dorocz, NAVSTA 
Ms. Melissa Griffin, NAVSTA 
Ms. Sarah White, EPA 
Ms. Jennifer Stump, Gannett Fleming 
1Mr. Tim Prior, USF&WS 
Mr. Ken Finkelstein, NOAA 
Ms. Diane Baxter, TtNUS, Wilmington 
Mr. Matt Weaver, Green Light Foundation 
Dr. Robert Quigley 
Mr. Robert Gilstein 
Ms. Amrita Roy 
Ms. Virginia Lee 



NAVAL STATION NEWPORT 
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

January 19, 2000 

MINUTES 

On Wednesday, January 19, 2000, the NAVSTA Newport 
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) gathered at the Ofzicer's Club 
for its monthly meeting. The meeting began at 7:OOpm and ended 
at 8:55pm. 

In attendance were Claudette Weissinger, Emmett Turley, 
Mary Blake, Thurston Gray, Richard Coogan, Howard Porter, ,John 
Palmieri, Dave Egan, David Brown, Larry Allen, Barbara Barrow, 
Esq., Capt. A. C, Oakleaf NAVSTA, Capt. Herb Schwind NAVSTA, 
Melissa Griffin NAVSTA, Shannon Behr NAVSTA, Greg Kohlweis,s 
NAVSTA PAO, James Shafer NORTHDIV, Paul Kulpa RIDEM, Kymberlee 
Keckler USEPA, Sarah White USEPA, Jennifer Stump Gannett 
Fleming. 

, -. 

Barbara Barrow, Esq., Community Co-Chair, opened the 
meeting and welcomed the group. November meeting minutes were 
approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

Project Committee: The project committee did not meet as 
there is no committee chair. Nominations to fill the vacancy 
are being sought. 

Project Committee-VACANT-Nominations to fill the vacancy 
are still being sought. Anyone interested should contact Barbara 
Barrow. 

Planning Committee-John Palmieri Committee Chair: The 
McAllister Landfill project will tie up a large portion of the 
funding over the next few years and there will be fewer 
immediate issues right now. The planning committee feels now 
would be a good time to conduct some special training sessions 
for the RAB or have guest speakers or other groups give 
presentations at the meetings. Perhaps the presentations could 
discuss other activities on Aquidneck Island or alternative 
clean up,'methods, etc.. 

/' -. Dave Brown expressed that many citizens are interested in 
the plans for reuse of land that may be excessed in the future. 



Dave Brown finds that the public feels the idea of cleaning 
areas to the pristine levels that the EPA sometimes requires and 
spending the amounts of money required to reach these levels is 
a "waste" of Federal money because once the land is cleaned up 
it is not reused. 

There is a great deal of concern for the natural habitat of 
the sites. The RAB wants to be sure ecological damage 
assessments are conducted at the sites and that where possible 
the natural habitat be restored. 

Howard Porter on behalf of Eugene Love-There was a recent 
article in the Newport Daily News on the McAllister clean up. 
Eugene thought the article portrayed the Navy and the RAB in a 
bad light. Copies of two articles (Newport Daily News and the 
Providence Journal) have been obtained since this meeting and 
are attached as enclosure (3). 

Membership Committee-Howard Porter Committee Chair: 5 RAB 
member applications have been sent out to Middletown residents. 
None have been returned as of this meeting. There is 1 vacancy 
on the board. 

Public Information-Claudette Weissinger Committee Chair: 
The final newsletter of 1999 was distributed in December. Next 
newsletter will be a historical review of the IR sites at 
Newport. 

ACTIVITY UPDATE-James Shafer 

James Shafer gave a brief status report on various IR sites 
as follows; 

Old Firefiqhtinq Traininq Area-Offshore: A draft final 
Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) report was submitted 
July 30. Comments were received on September 8 and October 
28. Following a November 4 conference call it was decided 
that additional data will be collected prior to 
finalization of the ERA report. A December 8 meeting 
agreed to review secondary proposal under preparation by 
RIDEM. A Final ERA will be submitted in the Spring 2000. 
A Draft Final Remedial Investigation Report (RI) is planned 
for Summer 2000. See Enclosure (1). 

'-,. 
McAllister Point Landfill-Offshore: A Record of Decision 
(ROD) was submitted in December. The pre-design work is 

I . complete. A final report was submitted in December. Pre- 



design Planning meeting is scheduled for February 2000. 
See Enclosure (1) 

McAllister Point Landfill-Onshore: Quarterly monitoring of 
landfill gas and groundwater continues. Next sampling 
event will be in Spring 2000. See Enclosure (1) 

Tank Farm 5: Two additional bedrock wells have been 
installed. Groundwater sampling is scheduled for January 
2000. See Enclosure (1). 

Derecktor Shipyard-Onshore: - Building 42 Sump removal is 
scheduled for March 2000. A removal action report will be 
submitted in the Summer of 2000. See Enclosure (1). 

Derecktor Shioyard-Offshore: Final Feasibility Study (FS) 
was submitted on July 30. Funding for the Proposed Pl,an 
for Remediation is planned for FY04. Funding for 
remediation planned for FY05/06. See Enclosure (1). 

Melville North Landfill: Excavation and off site disposal 
of material is in progress. A total of 52,600 tons of 
material have been shipped offsite. See Enclosure (1). 

Gould Island: Installation Restoration Field Work will 
begin in FYOO. A final building demolition work plan was 
submitted in October. See Enclosure (1). 

TAG REPORT 

There is no report. 

Gould Island Video 

A video tour of Gould Island was shown to the FLAB. Anyone 
wishing to view the video can contact Michele Itnbriglio at 
(401)841-7714. 

RAB Budset 

The RAB budget for FYOO is $36,000.00. This is an 
$ll,OOO.OO increase over the FY99 budget of $25,000.00. The 
current funds (FYOO) expire 30 Sept 00. There has been 
$3,000.0O~,.allocated to the development and implementation of a 
training program. The remainder of the budget is allocated for 
11 RAB meetings, RAB support services, Newsletters, Meeting 
Notices and miscellaneous RAB relations. See Enclosure (2). 



NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)is 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 16, 2000, at 7 p.m., at the 
Officers' Club. The agenda will include a discussion of 
allowable training sessions for RAB members and a discussion of 
the format and frequency of the RAB meetings. 

Enclosures: 
(1) Activity Updates 
(2) FY 2000 RAB Budget 
(3) Newport Daily News and 

Providence Journal newspaper 
articles 

.,. 
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oint Landfill - Offshore 
- Record of Decision submitted December 

- Pre design d ta repot-t submitted 

December 

- Pre Design Planning meeting February 00 
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*’ Activity 
I?anlc Farm 5 

- Two additional bedrock wells installed 

- Ground water sampling January 



I 

Activity Update: 
Dereclstor Shipyard 
l On - Shore 

- Building 42 Sump Removal in March 2000 
- Submit removal action report Summer 2000 

a Off - Shore a 
- Final FS submitted on 30 July. 
- Funding for Proposed Plan for Remediation 

planned for FY 2004 

- Funding for remediation planned for 2005/2006 - 



,’ ‘Activity 
Nklville orth Landfill 

- Excavation and off site disposal of material 
0 Model City, NY 

e Environmental Soil Management Facility, N.H. 

0 Turnkey Landfill, N.H. 

0 Crapo l-lill Landfill, New Bedford MA 

0 BFI Landfill Fall River MA 

0 Mid City Scrap, MA 

- Total of 93,000 tons shipped offsite 12/99 



\ 
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Activity Update: 

l Gould Island 
- Start Installation Restoration Field Work in 

FY 2000 

- Final Demolition Workplan submitted 
October 

‘- . 



o RAB Budget

$36,000.00

• $11K increase from FY99' s $25I( budget

• FY99 Expended $25K

• Funds expire on 30 Sept 00

• $3I( to develop and implement a training
program

ENtlOSUR~ d..



..

AB BudgetFY 20
• 11 RAB Meetings

• RAB Support Services
• Draft Minutes

• Develop notices
• Fonnat Newsletter
• Arcllive documents for Administrative Record

• 4 Quarterly RAB Newsletters

• RAB Meeting Notices
• MiscellaneolLs RAB Relations

• Support Records of Decision

• GI Video

• RAB Web Page
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Javy agrees
to dredge

~ . ·1 .
toXIC SOl' .. at
landfill site
}I Naval Station Ne\v-POIL, uncie:­
an agreement with Lhe c.s.
Enviromnental Protec:icn
il(Tpn"'l and tthe c;~~~'".J.~.::: ............\""~. ... '>.JLcL ......

Dep2 Llliem of Envrror.:me::tc.l
l'vIc..Tl2gemem, ',vili re;:ove
3'+,000 cubic ycrds of se"':: iTf,e:1[
@d debris from the sr,cre of
1\kJillister POiIlt.·

Daily News staff

NEWPORT - Na'ial SC2:ion ~ew·

par: has sig!1ed an §:g:-ee:::ent y.,~iL~

the U.S. EnT~·ironme!l~c..l P:-or:ection
Agency fuJ.d tr...e state DeL:~~-nent of
Eni /ironI7":..ernal j\Iar:.ag:::::le:--,.t 'Co
dredge toxic sedime:J.: frolT. the
shore of [he former :"Ic.cG.is:er POL--:.:
la.'1dfill.

\/fc.:J.J.liste?: Point. loc3.:eQ on 11.5
acres be:',veen Narraganses: Bay a.i"'.ci
BU!111a Road. is JUSt south of Greerl
Lillie. It was used froi:', fr,e ::'.id-:9:SCs
to the mid·1SiOs as a land.fill for
waste generated from the :-:aval com­
plex, naval ~10uSir:gunits and ships
based in Ne',vport. Besides normal
domestic was,e, the site also ha.l1dled
spent acids, solve:J.ts and waste oils,
includL'1g PCB-eontamina,ed oils.

In 1989, the site was added to the
EPA's National Priorities USt, bet-

[er i-<:..tlown as LD.e Supeti\mci List. b
1993, the Navy began c~eaJnp opera­
tions by se2.1i~g :he s::r:ac2 of L,:e
12..:."1dfill ;vith 8...."'1 imp8r-::::eable fabric
membr3.!l2 2J.'1d laye1:"3 of c~c..y and
tcpsoil. It also ~\.c..c'2d ·..l::de~g:-olli"'1c..

\vat2Qfooi' o2.J.-:-:'ers be:':"reerJ. tte
la.l1.dfill and Narrag3...:.....~2::t Bay to pre-

frem s~ping h'1tc L.~e S2.:l .

1.-:.. 199'7, addiLio:--;.2 SL:UGleS Ce!2:"­

IT:Ll.ed the lar:d..0 i ; ITlcter:ai is up to
15 feer thic~--: at ~~e base of the stone
r2";e~e~J.L aroUT;.Q t..:.~e site. Cont.l"'":"'~i~

!13.ted s2dLrr;.2r~t ar:ci 12.ndiill des'f.is
extend rr:ore thaE lCO feet intO u1.2
bay in SOIrte loc3.Liol:s.

The :-:I2~'i~- has 2.g:-eed to dredge
and dispose of as,out 34.C<)O cubic
yc..rds of sedirne:::: S.IlC. debris froI
the higher risk offshore are",s closes:
to 12..:.1Q. The area ·.vill "0 e b(lckf~ i ~ ed
~,viL.~ clean material.

The ::::iavy also has agreed to illLiU­

ally monicor sedL'Tler:.: and rr:arine
Lie LYl offshore are3.S fa·r-~~er a\llay
from the shoreline. If contaminant
levels are lower 3.l:er five years. the
monitoring will be reduced to once
e'leryfive years.

Detailed plans on the agreement
will be available for review at the
Ne,;vpoIT, MidciletOlvn and Ports­
mouth public libraries.



Agt:,ocies study
Navy plan
to clean up
toxicW~lste
J!'q Tile !'lavy wuuld dredge ..; strip of sea bed
west uf Aquidncck Island alllliliollilor .
cUlllandnatioll fartller offsllure.

By ZACI JAHY BLOCH..
;Journal Staff Writer

NEWPORT - Naval Stntion Newport, the U.S. Envi­
ron~l1e~ltal Protection AgellCy and the slate Departmenl
of blVlrolllllenlal Management have reached an agree­
nlCnt on a Navy pl;llI to renlOve toxic sediment off McAl­
lister Poinl, the Navy has 'IInlounced.

The Navy pres('llted the plan to the EPA allli OEM
1:.lte lasl weel" but IIOW the environmental agencies nlllst
sign olf on lhe proj1usal.

The plan call:; fur !. WP om"","". ,. ..•.."m· 4 Ii

dredging and disj1using NEWPORT
of mUllnd :l1,OOO cubic
yards of sedimenl and
debris - enough to cover a football field with a layer uf
sludge 20 feet thiel, - fn)Jll H strip of shoreline around
the poinl on the west side of Aquidneck Island.

The project will lemporarily devastcite the sea life in
tl!e dredged area, but the N:~vy has saki it prefers dig­
gmg up and replaCing lhe sedllllenl because it's the mosl
complele long-term cure. ..

Under llle plan, Hn areu uf less polluted sediment fur­
ther off ShOll' will he monilored long-lerrll by lhe Navy.
. "I applaud lhe Navy's leadership in designing a solu­

tHilI t!Jat. prolects .Narragansell Day and for forging a
Ineanlllgl.ul and ellect~ve pmlnership wilh the agencies
tasked wllh stewardshIp 01 our nalural resources," John
1'. DeViliars, the EPA's New England adminislralor, said
Iilst wed\. .

Tum to CLEANUP, ]'({ge C ()

,L:)--.i7. rt'17 '

Cle~llllll)
Contillued fiolll ]'uge C I

Peylon Flelnlning, an EPA
~polwsman, said the Navy prupusal
IS "a vel)' guud plan," bu[ the agency
still needs tu revi(~1V it to enslIIe it
complies with !l'd(~ral !<\\VS cuncerll­
ing I'n:~rine estuaries allll is "I'tilly
prolectlve" of the envirollilleni.
Flemming said it wuuld lal,e al least
a l1Ionlh 10 tlu the review.

Ikpeated Inessages len at Ihe
DEM were nul retlllllCcL

The Navy has eslimaled the cust
uf the projecl, whidl will take
approxiInalely a year to a Yl~ar-;II11I-

a-Ilalf 10 cOlllplete, al $2:3 million.
The plan is essentially the sallIe one
that was presented tu the public this
SUlnmcr, Navy spukesman Dave
Sandcrs said.

Because pollutiun levels vary at
!V!cAlk;ler Poilll, the ollshore area
has !HTII divided inlo lwu sections:
the nearshun' area, a strip 7':) to 1O()
feel wide and up tu I!i leet deep next
10 tile ShOlclilll', wllich conl<lins high­
er~evcls of cOIIIHlnill:lIlls; and a tlis­
lant olTshorl~ area, which exlends far­
Iher inlo tile Buy, and is less polluled.

Under t1lC Navy plan, the toxic
sedilnen[ allll debris fmllI lhe
nearslHlIc area would be disposed
of al a yet 10 be delerrnined facilily,

probably an oul-of-stalc lalllilii
Sanders said.

The dredged area would thcn I
backfilled wilh c1emi material.

The Navy will. monitor the Ie.'
poilu led olTshOle area, conduclin
anJlual surveys of lhe sedillleni an
marine life. Ir cunlaminanl leve
reduce aner five years, 1I](~ lIIonitll
ing will be once every rive years, tI
Navy said.

The contantinaliun mllund IVlc/\
Iisler Poinl can be traced to a lalll
till the Navy operat(~d there rill' :)
years, rrolll the llIid-I!J,:)()s to III
mid-l!J7()s. Fur 20 years, the II
acre. dump took waste from N:IV
housing, machine shops ami ship
based in NewpOl!. According III III
Navy, materials disposed al the sil
in~luded domeslic wasle, Spl'l
aCids, solvents, wasle oil and oil
containing poisonous PCBs,

The landlill made the federal IJI
ority Superrund list 01 Imzanlou
wasle sites in I!)S!). The Nav
capped lhe dump with a waterprol
nlelllbrane in HJDG.

The pollutioJl at the poinl poses;
health risl, 10 sea life, shore birt!
:1I1d I~eople who may regularly e<l
siIellllsiI harvested from the arc,
according 10 lhe Navy plan.


